Original Communications. [Oct, This morbid process will, in the following pages, be termed " ulceration," or " ulcerative inflammation." Again, the presence of the syphilitic poison may determine the formation of pus in the inoculated part. This action is usually preceded by the secretion of a thin serous fluid for a day or two; but as soon as the action is fully established, the secretion consists of pus globules and the fluid in which they float. This morbid action will be designated "suppuration/' or "suppurative inflammation."
The more indolent and sluggish process by which lymph is separated, either directly or indirectly, from the blood in the inoculated part, will be termed " adhesion," or " adhesive inflammation." The fibrin thus separated, if thrown off from the surface, may cease, like any other secretion, to be part of the living organization; but if infiltrated into the affected tissues, and not subsequently converted into pus, it will become permeated by vessels. It then undergoes the changes incident to the growth of other parts, and is finally taken up again into the venous blood.
Jenner,* in describing the effects of the vaccine virus, remarks that pustulous sores often appear spontaneously on the nipples of cows; and that instances have occurred, though very rarely, of the hands of the servant employed in milking being affected with sores in consequence. These pustules, he observes, are of a much milder nature than those which arise from that contagion which constitutes the true cow-pox. They are incapable of producing any specific effects 011 the human constitution, and are noticed lest a want of discrimination should lead to the idea that the persons affected were in any measure thereby secured from the infection of the small-pox. Jenner believed that the vaccine virus had its origin in a diseased secretion from horses' heels, and that this secretion is most active before it has acquired a pus-like appearance. In none of the above cases had the sores apparently began to heal before the inoculations were performed. On the other hand, the readiness with which sores affording a copious puriform secretion are capable of being communicated by inoculation, is so well known that it would be superfluous to detail any examples. The inoculation of the puriform fluid on the same patient gives rise to a pustule, followed in general by a suppurating sore. The whole series of experiments on syphilisation lately performed on the Continent, show how rarely this kind of sore is followed by secondary symptoms. If, therefore, the production of a pustule by inoculation is to be regarded as of any value in determining whether or not mercury is to be given, it must be looked upon as evidence against the necessity of this mode of treatment, rather than for it.
The induration which accompanies syphilitic sores depends upon the effusion of lymph into the affected tissues, and the degree of induration depends upon the degree of effusion. The sense of touch affords a very correct test of the existence of this induration, but it does not give equally satisfactory information with regard to the character of the morbid action which may be taking place. It will not of itself always inform us "whether the effused lymph will remain such until it be absorbed, or whether it will be converted into pus; whether, in fact, the inflammation be of the adhesive or the suppurative character.
The information which the degree of induration fails to give to the touch, the nature of the secretion examined by the microscope will often supply. The The sore was healed on the 24th of March.
Ten days afterwards, the induration was that of a common cicatrix only.
On the 17 th of April she was admitted, as permanently cured, into the Lock Asylum.
Case 8.?Ann S., aged twenty-four, admitted into the Lock Hospital January 17, 1856, with sores on the corresponding sides of the labia, surrounded by general induration. The secretion from these sores, examined under the microscope, consisted of numerous globules, of the size and general appearance of pus. After the addition of acetic acid, the distinctive characters of the pus globules became evident. The field of the microscope was studded with circular nuclei, one, two, or three of which occupied the position of each pus globule. This patient was tx*eated without mercury, and left the hospital on the 24th of January.
Case 9.?Kezia K., aged twenty-two, had been repeatedly diseased, 
